Chapter T
Freight Planning

1.
How does the MPO incorporate/address freight related goals in the MPO process? 

CRTPA Response:  The CRTPA addresses all of the modes of transportation as multimodal activities for consideration.  Freight movements are not a major consideration in the CRTPA region as much as other parts of the state.  However, there are some recommendations from the Connections 2040 RMP such as the need to:
· Develop a regional freight plan that identifies corridors and conflict points for freight activity.
· Continue to implement ITS improvements that deliver on-time information to freight carriers and the public.
· Enhance safety for freight providers and the public by identifying and prioritizing locations for improvements.

· Provide for the secure movement of goods within and through the CRTPA area.
Additionally, the CRTPA incorporated freight as a Roadway Evaluation Criteria:

“Project travels along an identified freight route, or provides access to an existing or proposed intermodal facility.”
This criterion supports the Connection 2040 Goals of Economic Development, Multimodalism, Access, and Connectivity.
2.
What process does the MPO use to identify and analyze existing and projected goods movement in the region?
CRTPA Response:  In the past the CRTPA reached out to the Economic Development Council (EDC), in conjunction with the Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce, to form a partnership to address freight and goods movement issues in the region with CRTPA providing input as a partner of the Freight Advisory Committee.  However, that process stalled in 2014 and the Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce dissolved its relationship the Economic Development Council in January of 2016.
Since that time, Tallahassee and Leon County leaders have formed the Office of Economic Vitality (OEV), under a director that oversees Planning, Blueprint, and the OEV.  The current CRTPA Executive Director meets at least once a month with leaders of Growth management, Planning, Blueprint and the OEV to discuss a wide-range of issues including freight, economic development, current projects, and transportation coordination.

Additionally, the CRTPA Executive Director has met with builders associations (including freight providers) to discuss current and future projects in the region.
3.
How are freight providers and freight stakeholders engaged to participate in the development of the LRTP, TIP, and other MPO products?
CRTPA Response:  This is accomplished through the Citizens Multimodal Advisory Committee (CMAC) and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  The CRTPA region is not a big freight-driven economy with few freight providers outside of shipping distribution companies such as UPS or FEDEX or the CSX railroad.  However, the CMAC does include a member (retired from the trucking industry) that has provided input on the CRTPA processes from a freight perspective.  Additionally, the TAC includes a representative from the Tallahassee International Airport.
4.
Please identify the freight providers and partners in the MPO area.

CRTPA Response:  The CSX railroad continues to be a major freight provider in the CRTPA region.  Other rail service in the region includes the Apalachicola Northern or AN Railway (AN) which is a 96-mile short line freight railroad with limited service in Gadsden County that interchanges with CSX Transportation in Chattahoochee.  
The Tallahassee Regional Airport became the Tallahassee International Airport (TIA) in 2015 to attract more passengers and freight.  The CRTPA serves a member of the TIA technical committee and has worked with the airport as a member of the Airport Master Plan Committee.
Other freight providers in the region include:

A.M.W.A.T. Moving &Warehousing, AAA Cooper Transportation, Averitt Express Inc., Benton Express Inc., C H Robinson Worldwide Inc., Capital Transit, Centurion Consultant Group, CJW Transport, Connections Freight Brokers, Consolidated Metal Products, Danfoss Turbocor, Duncan Trucking Inc., Pichard Trucking, Pritchett Trucking Inc., Progressive Logistics Svc, R & L Carriers Inc., Roadway Express Inc., Robin Trucking, Saia Motor Freight Line Inc., Terminal Service Co, Turner Enterprises, U-Haul Co, Xero-Fax Inc., and Yellow Transportation Inc.
5.
What level of participation from the freight community has the MPO experienced?

CRTPA Response:  Very limited.  As noted previously, freight is not a very strong industry in the CRTPA region.  Most of the freight movement is “through” movement on Interstate 10.  Attempts to form a robust freight group in the community have just not come to fruition given that the region is not a large manufacturing area.
2017 CRTPA TMA Certification Chapter T, Page 1

