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Chapter 1: Introduction  

Project Purpose  
The purpose of this Safe Routes to School (SRTS) audit report is to provide recommendations to improve 

student walking and bicycling rates to and from school.  In addition, this report addresses other 

enhancements to improve the overall travel safety and convenience for students, parents and the 

school.  Improvement recommendations are provided in the following categories: infrastructure, 

programs, and polices.  This SRTS audit includes an array of considerations formulated from a range of 

research and analytical tools employed to better understand and comprehend the issues and concerns 

affecting current walking and bicycling rates of student to and from school. This report highlights a 

summary of ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ-class student travel surveys, on-site meetings 

with school officials, and field reviews. 

School Overview  
Godby High School is located at 1717 West Tharpe Street, Tallahassee, 32303 in Leon County, Florida. It 

is part of the Leon County Public Schools system. The school opened its doors in 1966 as Amos P. Godby 

Junior High with grades 7th and 8th. However, in 1968, it opened as a Junior Senior High School and 

began serving grades 9th to 11th. The school is named after Mr. Amos Parker Godby, who served in 

Florida as a teacher, coach, Chairman of Legislative committees, County Superintendent, and 

President/Secretary of the Florida Superintendents Association. He has helped build all of Leon County 

schools except for the seven newest schools. The school offers honors, Advanced Placement courses, as 

well as, vocational programs. In addition the school offers around 17 athletic groups and over 15 clubs. 

Regular school hours are from 7:30am to 1:50pm.  

The number of students enrolled at the school, for the 2013 school year, was approximately 1,300. The 

school has a current capacity for 1,713 students. The school includes grade levels 9th to 12th grade.  

Students attending this school feed from Astoria Park, Canopy Oaks, Fort Braden, Riley, Sabal Palm and 

Springwood Elementary Schools and Fort Braden, Griffin, and Nims Middle Schools.  

School Zone 
The Godby High school zone, located in southwestern Leon County, encompasses the neighborhoods of 

San Luis, Griffin Heights, Seminole Manor, Hartsfield Plantation, Settlers Creek, Huntington Estates, 

Parkside Terrace, Midtown West and Frenchtown. The eastern portions of the school zone, near 

downtown Tallahassee, include Tallahassee Community College and Florida State University. In addition 

to Tallahassee Community College and Florida State University, land uses in the school zone consist of 

mostly residential and recreational. The presence of college and university near the school influences 

the demographic makeup of the area, with a significant amount of land owned by higher learning 

institutions and housing occupied by college students. Additionally, a large amount of land in the 

western portion of the zone contains the Apalachicola National Forest.  
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The Godby school zone includes four major roadways. Interstate-10 runs east to west along the 

northern portion of the zone. West Tennessee Street and Blountstown Highway, which later turns into 

West Pensacola Street, run mostly parallel to one another east to west and bisect the zone into north 

and south. Old Bainbridge Road runs northwest to southeast along the eastern side of the zone. There 

are approximately nine other Leon County schools within the Godby school zone. Important recreational 

facilities within the school zone include the Palmer Munroe Teen Center, San Luis Mission Park, and 

Northwest Park. There are a variety of shared-use trails and bike routes that are important non-

motorized shared-use transportation amenities that traverse the eastern side of the school zone, 

connecting the school to areas throughout the downtown portion of the zone.    
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Chapter 2: On-Site Meeting and Inventory  

Date and Weather Conditions  
The on-site inventory meeting was conducted on Wednesday, February 27, 2013.  The weather was 

mostly clear with temperatures near 60 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Highlights and Key Observations of On -Site Meeting 
During this visit, Godby High School Assistant Principal, Dr. Marcus Scott, provided insight about 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

began by discussing currŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ 

from school. Examples of safety education programs discussed include crossing guards and traffic 

education. Additionally, before- and after-school programs provided for students were discussed. 

Godby High School representatives noted that there are few issues of safety with students commuting 

to school and that crime and accidents are low.  There is not a school zone along perimeter roadways 

and there are no crossing guards to assist students arriving and departing.  The school has an open lunch 

policy.  Students are required to have a minimum GPA and citizenship standards to obtain a pass to 

participate. 

Two problematic areas noted were along Ocala Road and High Road.  Some students take the Star 

Metro bus along southbound Ocala Road.  The nearest bus stop is directly across the roadway, opposite 

Godby High School; however, this is neither a designated or projected crosswalk for students to use, 

which is a safety hazard for students crossing Ocala Road.  Also, many student walkers commute to and 

from neighborhoods east and south of Godby and utilized the southeast access gate to High Road.  

While High Road is a two-lane roadway with a posted 35 MPH speed limit, it experiences significant 

volumes of automobile traffic, especially during typical A.M. and P.M. peak hours.  There is neither a 

designated or protected crosswalk for students to use to crossing High Road within the vicinity of the 

access gates to/from Godby High School, causing an unsafe, dangerous condition for student walkers.  

Circulation  

During a tour of the school, school representatives provided explanations of school circulation patterns 

as to where and how students were entering and exiting school grounds via walking or bicycle and 

arriving and departing by automobile or school bus. 

While the school is located in a moderately dense neighborhood, the surrounding housing is heavily 

university student oriented, so high school students commute from more limited and far-reaching areas, 

much of which are outside of a safe or practical walking or bicycling distance.  As a result, there are only 

modest rates of walking and hardly any bicycling to/from school, as many rely on school busing, 

automobiles and public transportation.  Walkers and bicyclists can enter campus from either Tharpe 

Street, Ocala Road or High Road.  Hardly any students are known to commute via bicycle, which is not 

uncommon for Leon County public high schools.  The school has two bicycle racks.  The racks are located 

together, not too far from the main entrance; however, they are in an awkward place within a small 
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unnoticeable grass island surrounded by service drives.  There were no bicycles parked during the site 

visit. 

The school bus drop-off and pick-up zone mostly functions adequately.  There is some supervision; 

although, students are instructed to walkout to their respective buses that are cued in an area a short 

distance away from the sidewalk and buildings 

There are some students that utilize public transit.  The nearest Star Metro bus stops are located along 

Ocala Road near the two pedestrian campus entry points along same roadway; however, the 

southbound stop is problematic in that, while it is close to a pedestrian campus entry point, there are 

not adequate facilities for a safe crossing of Ocala Road.  The other nearby Star Metro bus stops are 

positioned to allow adequate access to campus. 

There are some students that drive to school, but not many, according to school representatives.  

Students can park in student-specific lots to the east and south of the building. 

The parent drop-off and pick-up zone seems somewhat small to handle the demand; however, school 

administrators did not cite serious problems with its function.  Regardless the access drive (Cougar Lane) 

to the drop zone is more than long enough to handle the queuing. 

Inventory Map  

An aerial photograph showing Godby High School is located on the following page.  As shown in the 

photo, the school fronts West Tharpe Street and Ocala Road.  Students can access campus from both 

roadways as well as from High Road, along the east side of campus. There are two access points from 

Ocala Road on the west side of campus, one of which is a pedestrian overpass. The overpass is limited to 

connecting the school campus to athletic fields on the opposite side of Ocala Road.  It is not directly 

accessible to/from Ocala Road.  Bicycle parking racks are located near the main entrance of the school 

off Cougar Lane. 

Standard width sidewalks are located along both sides of West Tharpe Street. Additionally, standard 

width sidewalks are located along both sides of Ocala Road and High Road. There are no midblock 

crosswalks on any of these roadways but crosswalks are present at the intersections of Ocala Road and 

High Road along West Tharpe Street. There are north and south bound Star Metro bus stops in front of 

the school side along Ocala Road; east and west bound stops on Tharpe Street just east of Ocala Road 

and at High Road; and north and south bound stops on High Road near the school access drive.  

The automobile pick-up and drop-ƻŦŦ ȊƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ /ƻǳƎŀǊ 

Lane. Automobiles enter the zone from West Tharpe Street but may exit at two different egress points 

including one along West Tharpe Street and another along High Road. (The High Road access drive is 

only open for a time before and after school hours.) Parking spaces are located in this area as well. The 

bus drop-off and pick-up zone is separately located on the side of the school along Ocala Road. Buses 

enter and exit the zone from Ocala Road. Additional parking spaces are located in this area as well.  
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