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CORRESPONDENCE 

TYPE OF ITEM: Information 

The following correspondence has been received by the CRTPA subsequent to its last meeting: 

• Letter to CRTPA Chair Maddox from Kevin Graham, Executive Director, FSU Real Estate
Foundation, dated May 25 related to Gaines/Stadium/Lake Bradford Intersection and Orange
Avenue

ATTACHMENT 

Attachment: May 25 Letter to CRTPA Chair Maddox from Kevin Graham, FSU Real Estate Foundation 



960 Learning Way, Tallahassee, FL 32306-4178 
P: 850.645.0522  •  F: 850.644.9936  •  realestate.fsu.edu 

May 25, 2018 

Capital Region Transportation Planning Agency 
Attn: Nick Maddox, Chair 
300 S. Adams Street, A-19 
Tallahassee, FL  32301 

Dear Chairman Maddox, 

On behalf of Florida State University, we would like to call attention to two specific infrastructure projects 
that are essential to student/pedestrian safety as well as the future economic development opportunities in 
southwest Tallahassee.   

Gaines/Stadium/Lake Bradford Intersection: 

As partners in the local community, we are excited to see such an amazing transformation along the Gaines 
Street Corridor.  The surge in development has created a new and vibrant landscape between the campuses of 
FAMU and FSU.  However, with this new development comes the responsibility to plan for and implement 
appropriate student/pedestrian safety measures.  Of particular importance is the intersection of Gaines 
St./Stadium Dr./Lake Bradford Rd. (“Intersection”).  There are two new student housing projects under 
development adjacent to the Intersection that will considerably increase the burden on the Intersection, thus 
necessitating road improvements.  Fortunately, because these projects are still in their development stages, an 
opportunity to address the complexity of the Intersection exists, but becomes increasingly more challenging 
as time passes.  Accordingly, we are requesting that the redesign of the Intersection be elevated in importance 
and be included on a Project Priority List (“PPL”) for future inclusion on the CRTPA’s Transportation 
Improvement Plan (“TIP”) at the next available opportunity.  (FSU previously elevated concerns over student 
safety relating to this intersection in a June 2016 letter to Rick Fernandez.  See attached.) 

For the past several years, there has been discussion about modifying the Intersection to promote the safe 
passage of pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles alike.  FSU’s 2016 letter expressed concerns over the complexity 
of this intersection specifically pertaining to student safety and the forthcoming student housing development 
called Stadium Enclave that is now under construction on the site of the old concrete plant.  The impetus for 
this concern is the funneling of students to the Intersection that currently requires traversing 10 lanes of traffic 
across five landing areas.  The challenge was exacerbated by the CSX rail spur that precluded students from 
efficiently crossing Gaines St. further to the east at one of the two-lane crossings.  Recently, the developer of 
the Stadium Enclave acquired the CSX spur.  It is our understanding that the purpose of this acquisition is to 
create additional access points to Gaines Street and to develop a bicycle alley along the corridor.   

Based on conversations with FDOT dating back to last year, it is our understanding that improving the 
Intersection is very challenging and there are limited opportunities for modification.  Further, it is our 
understanding that the right solution will likely involve a holistic review of the traffic patterns around the 
Intersection as well as the adjoining streets, including, but not limited to Stadium, Gaines, Lake Bradford, 
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